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Celebration of Commemorative days, events and festivals 

 

1. WORLD WETLANDS DAY 2019 

2nd February, is observed as World Wetlands Day all over the world and the theme for 

this year’s 2019 WWD was “Wetlands & Global Climate Change”. Wetlands play a 

key role in mitigating global climate change but are fragile and most threatened 

aquatic ecosystems. Wetlands act as great carbon sinks thus reducing the impact of 

global greenhouse gases. Covering about 6% area of the Earth’s surface, they store 

35% of global terrestrial carbon, which if released in gaseous form can cause disasters. 

Acknowledging above facts, the Department of Chemical Sciences, I K Gujral Punjab 

Technical University, Kapurthala observed World Wetlands Day on 7th February, 

2019 at its main campus where more than 120 students across various disciplines 

participated in the event. Two lectures were organized, where Dr. Chander Parkash of 

Chemical Sciences made students aware about the importance of wetlands, their 

functions & values whereas in second lecture Dr. Onkar Singh Barraich from 

Department of Zoology, Punjabi University, Patiala gave information on importance 

of Wetlands in Global Climate Change. He expressed that how the global climate 

change can bring biological changes among different species which will alter species 

composition of many areas around the world. An on the spot poster making 

competition was organized in which Ms. Gurpreet Kaur of Physical Sciences 

Department scored Ist position, Ms. Jyoti Garg & Ms. Swati Thakur of Chemical 

Sciences Department scored IInd position, and Mr. Aaqib Rehman of Civil 

Engineering Department score IIIrd position and got trophies. A consolation prize was 

given to Ms. Priyanka & Ms. Arti of Chemical Sciences. Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of 

I K Gujral Punjab Technical University Dr. Ajay Sharma gave away the prizes to the 

students. In his key note address to the students, he touched the various contemporary 

problems associated with environment and appealed the students to take lead in not 

only addressing these problems but be torch bearers and set examples for others. He 

emphasised that the contemporary environmental issues need interdisciplinary 

approach towards its solutions. He congratulated to the Department of Chemical 

Sciences on organising World Wetlands Day on campus and making students aware 

about various aspects of wetlands. 

A field visit to Harike Ramsar site was also organised on 12th February, 2019 in 

collaboration with Punjab State Council for Science & Technology, Punjab State 

Department of Forests & Wildlife along with WWF-India. About 61 students and 

teachers of Department of Physics, Chemistry & Mathematics went to Harike where 

experts from WWF-India and Dr. Chander Parkash from Chemical Sciences apprised 

them about importance of Harike wetland. Students tried their hands on birds 

identification in various parts of the wetland. Dr. Parkash shared that how this wetland 

has been changed in last 20 years as he had been working on Harike for the last twenty 

years. He made them understand how the various microhabitats in the wetlands are 
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used by various animal & plants species for their existence especially fishes, various 

types of birds, turtles and mammals like otters, wild boar and jackals. 

2. SCIENCE FEST 2019 

Science is the basis of any country’s progress; it is not necessary that science is the 

responsibility of a particular scientific community, Every common man can also 

create an interest in Innovation and Connect himself with science & Technology. 

National Science Day is celebrated on 28th February every year to honour great Indian 

Scientist C.V. Raman. He discovered famous Raman effect on 28th February 1928 and 

National Science Day is celebrated in memory of this discovery. Motivation of 

celebrating Science Day is to encourage young brains to take Science as their Career 

and excel in the field of Science. A Science fest was organised jointly by Department 

of Physical Sciences, Chemical Sciences and Mathematical Sciences at IKGPTU 

Main Campus on 5th April 2019 to celebrate National Science Day. District Education 

Officer M. S. Sidhu was Chief Guest for the event and inspired students to take interest 

in Science. 

Dr. Rohit Mehra from Dr. B R. Ambedkar National Institute of Technology 

(NIT Jalandhar) and Dr. V.K. Garg from Central University Bathinda was the keynote 

speakers and shared their research experiences with students. Students express their 

idea related to Science in Poster making and Exhibition contests. Students of different 

departments also participated in a science quiz competition. 

 

Link: https://ptu.ac.in/science-fair-was-jointly-organized-by-universitys-physics-

chemistry-mathematical-department/ 
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