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New Narrativeg of Nationalism and Media
Interventions

Dy, Namarta J()S’ll.* & Dy, Ranbir Singh
MN e R

Abstract

The Fathers of Indian Constitution envisaged g country in different hyes than are
evtdent today, Nationalisng had different cornotations, seculayisy, was not a pejoratipe
term then, Receny years have not only seen q paradigm shift i various dimmensions
of sacto - political and ideological enviromment but hus also added an mleresting
angle to the mediascape prevalent nowadays. This glse ucludes the Perspectives of
alternate gng new wmedia, which matnstream mpedi, has 1o compete with aud js
big factor for this fransformation. Oy the othey hand, freedom, of speech and expression,
i fundamenta) right, dentonstratipe and symbol of the most vibran democracy iy,
the world hag adopted mnleresting narratipg strategies. The pall i« both the courts,
the level to whicy, the expression s taken adzuz;zmgts‘ of in absolyte sense , without
any thought for the destruction it dpes and the &agging of it oy controlling it gs per
ONe’s own interess This battle has e rules. Voices of dissent aye meeting very
saddenig consequences as is testified by cases Jikp Gauri Lankesh, nos n consonance
with the tolerance thay was the hallmark of this nation. Communal colours qre
throwm in oy very mundane of issues. Mo} a'z'sturbmgjéwi s the role of medin ip
/ugl:[z'{g/zfmg and debating problems which, perhaps, in some €ases is seen by nian Y
as accentuating them rather Hign dousing the flames. Wiy mplications this Js
on nedia crcdibil;f'r/ 18 a different magter all together and debatable, Tie present
Study endeavoyrs fo explore the narvatives of nationalismy I anothey light | the

resultant political ang tdeological conflict and the positive oy negative mediq

interventions USing a combination of qualitative ang quantitative reseqyey, metheds,

Keywonds: Nationalisyy, | deological Conflicts, Medin Crp
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PADMAAVAT : ASTUDY OF A
FRAGMENTED NATION

"Be Namsarta Joshi, Associate Professor & Head, Department of JMC, GNDU Regional
 Csspes, Jalandhar
. “Dwe. Rambir Singh, Associate Professor & Head, Department of JMC, IKG Punjab
. Techmical U niversity

ABSTRACT

Malik Mohammad Jayasi’s Padmvat was a Magnum Opus, which resonated in the
a-hued lands and sand dunes of Rajasthan till the protagonist became an idolised
revered for her valour and dignity, However, recently, the warrior queen has become
entre of attraction for a very different reason. Director Sanjay Leela Bansali attempted
tate this slice of history onto the big screen, Since the first day, this film had courted
w and had battled against a section of people who had apprehensions about the
redease saw violence at a level never seen before for a film. But, this study is not
e suthenticity of the film as much as a critical analysis of the fissures that were
| i the society, indicative of the fragmentations in political and social ideologies.
Peaps, e film just served as a catalyst 1o bring a twisted thinking to the fore, the germs
of which have stared much before and which may dismantle the fragile structure of our
o stwte if the citizens are not careful. At another level, Padmavat, the film also is a good
¢ of the audience and the relationships it maintains with their stars. Whether the amal-
, n of the involvement of the people with this medium, which has become an intrin-
e past of their lives and the political agenda is conducive to the promotion of this techno
S, W e question that needs to be addressed. The research will be conducted through an
. o L of the media coverage of the controversy through various phases of the making of
e Sl and an exploration into the audience perspective.

KEYWORDS: Fringe Groups, Media Nationalism, Fragmentation and Censorship
RODUCTION

A few centuries ago. a Sufi poet, Malik Muhammad Jayasi, wrote a paean to
of a Ragput Queen of Chittor, Padmawati. The authenticity of this story is debatec

%
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from Rajasthan in an Awadhi language. The story carried both historical and philosophical
connotations and symbols, Jayasi may have been inspired by Naya Chandra Suri’s Hammira
Mahakavya. The Chauhana King, Hammira Mahadeva, in this version, counters the atiacks
of Khilji on Chittor and refuses to accept-his condition of marrying Hammira’s daughter.
Many of the tropes used by Jayasi have been borrowed from different parts of contempo-
rary or immediate history. The philosophy behind the story is explained thus, Jayasi quite
explicitly mentions that Ratan Sen is an allegory for the human soul, Padmini represents
intelligence (firdsat, the supreme virtue of a monarch in Muslim philosophy), Alauddin
Khilji is illusion (maya) and Chittor stands for the human body. Thus, the tale is that of the

though, the story assumed historical and even mythological significance. Purushottam
Agrawal comments, however, that Jayasi was a practising Sufi, but he did not composc
Padmawat to propagate or preach Sufism or any other edition of Islam. He wrote it to
celebrate human love, luxuriating in all its aspects - desire, wandering, coupling (described
in uninhibited, moving erotica), Jealousy, separation, struggle, suffering and
sacrifice.(Agrawal, 2017)

The Controversy

Sanjay Leela Bansali is not an unknown name in the film industry. His profile ag a
film maker- director, producer, screenplay writer and music writer- has created a bench-
mark for the budding directors. His filmography includes films like Khamoshi, Hum Dil D¢
Chuke Sanam, Black, Sanwariya, Guzaarish, Goliyon Ki Raasleela, Bajirao Mastani and
Padmavat. However, his last offering was in the cye of a controversy which caught the
attention of the entire nation, putting it in turmoil. Earlier also,Bansali had met with some
protests during the filming of Ramlecla and Bajirao Mastani but not as violent as in the case
of Padmavat. The Rajput group, Karni Sena, attacked the sets of Padmavati, as it was then
called, vandalised it, set it on fire and even slapped and manhandled Bansali, due to which
the crew had to shift the shooting, The directors, actor and other members were threatened
with dire consequences 1f they did not stop shooting to the extent of warning Deepika
Padukone that they would cut of Fher nose if she continued to work in the film, As the time
of the released nearcd, there were confrontations with the CBFC (Central Board of Film
Certification) and its Head, Prasoon Joshi on one hand and Karni Sena and some prominent
members of the royal families of Rajasthan on the other. This was happening without any of
the parties having watched the film. There were protests and call for ban in many states like
Rajasthan which ¢ventually turned to riot and arson including attacking school buscs. The
mstructions of the Supreme Court to screen the movie were ignored. Finally, the movie was
sereened and became one of the highest box office grosser. Bansali was also accused of
stage managing the incident for the sake of publicity which obviously, the film maker vohe-
mently denied. It was suggested that Bansali should have refrained from taking up sensitive
issues instead of provoking reactions, According to Firoz Bakht Ahmed, While on the other

J _
I fadia, the rels

The ssdhionee of

hand. these filmmakers, despite knowing the seriousness and consequences of the subjee
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of caricaturing a character (even if it were fictional), perhaps (knowingly or unknowingly)
#anted to provoke a reaction. That reaction has been provoked. But along with the right to
speech should also be clubbed the right to conscience as all the adherents of various faiths
have an unwritten consensus to mutually respect each other’s historic personalities and
faith.(Ahmed, 2017),

The Changing Scenario
In the past fow years, the socio-political landscape has transformed tremendously and
e focus of our nation has shifted from the basic requirements to other superficial issues
i the al of harming the fabric of the nation. The foundation of the Indian Consti-
® & being questioned and demands for the amendments come not from the legitimate
RESssstemcnts but from the lumped elements in the streets. The fragmentation of the coun-
o owt in the open and for all to see. The perspectives have changed. The concept of
¥ m Diversity is taking a beating through incidents of polarization of communities. The
wn that India is taking needs to be studied. Padmavat theri becomes not an isolated
* of courting a controversy but a Statement on the fissures in the society if one
s deeply into the causes of protests against it and the context of the entire situation.

and Padmavat

For media, this was an opportunity to flex its own muscles. For days and weeks, the
Sk, pomint, electronic and digital, made the film a top agenda for the nation. Other news
% were relegated to the background. There were speculations, verbal and written spar-
80 holds barred. Along with the streets, media too had become a battleground.
Media Nationalism came into existence. As Arihant Pani graha remarks, increas-
ey dooks less about defending free speech or debating the content of the movie,
become about that vile sound bite, the inherent need to better it by giving
Hic statement and the necessity of a prime-time debate on who said the most
2 of the day. It has become a boxing contest between politicians who only wish
# @er imagined historical glories. The media has been happy to obli ge. (Panigraha,

¢ #

With each passing day, the debates in the name of Freedom of Speech and Expression

Become more “toxic’ and acerbic, with politicos taking full advantage of the platforms
L8 them by cach channel. The news regarding the film became more and more sensa-
@l hyped. with the protestors grabbing more headlines and eyeballs than had been
£ the absence of media. Audience had to bear the 24x7 content for days together to
of sheer boredom. Before permission was given for its relcase, the film was shown
media persons, Rajat Sharma, Arnab Goswami and Ved Pratap Vedic to which
pobgected. The clean chit given by these journalists to Padmavat helped clear the
extent for the audience but had hardly any impact on the ongoing protests.

nce Reaction
the relationship between the audience and cinema has been almost symbi-
* amalience of the films fecl a sensc of identity with the film stars. Endowing them

Mass Media : Current Scenarioand Future Tregds / 13




with an aura of almost godliness, there are even temples and fan clubs dedicated to the
stars; anointing and stalking or writing letters in blood are not unusual. However, as and
when the films fumble and hurt their sentiments, they are quick to react, at times violently.
Films like Deepa Mehta’s Fire and Water faced protests so that the shooting of the latter
film was shifted to Sri Lanka from Varanasi after a mob accused the director of being anti-
Hindu ransacked the sets and burnt her effigy. In most movies, cases were filed by individu-
als and groups, with the purpose to stall the release as was done in Prakash Jha's Aarakshan.
The reasons for such reactions have ranged from religion, caste or obscenity. In the case of
Padmavat, along with TV, Radio and Print Media, Social Networking Sites {SNS) became
fora for discussions and speculations,

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

In his study, The Climb of Controversial Film Content, Ashley Haygood talks about
the rise in the controversial content like profanity, violence, use of drugs and alcohol in
films over the years which he feels is due to factors like rise in the popularity of TV, post
war effects on culture and biased view of Hollywood elite. (Haygood. 2007)

[n their study, Films and Religion: An Analysis of Aamir Khan's PK, Monisa Qadri
and Sabeha Mufti, concentrate on a single film which courted controversy i the form of
some religious comments. Right wing groups started a crusade against the film, vandalised
theatres screening the film, tore posters, and threatened on social media The protests were
more serious in the light of the protagonist belonging toa particular community as was
alleged by various sections of media and public. (Qadri and Mufii. 2016)

RATIONALE OF THE STUDY

The current socio - political scenario in the country calls for an exiensive reassess-
ment. The controversy surrounding Padmavat, gave the nation semething to think about.
The film itself and the protests against it were less of an tssue. 1t was more of a symbol of
the fissures 1n the system, which needs to be filled if the situation is o be retrieved. At the
same time, media was also acquiring different dimensions which also need be studied at
this juncture. [t was appropriate that this subject be taken up for analysis
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The main objectives of the study are

I. To study the scenario emerging in the country over the past fow years

To assess the incidents around the film Padmavat and thetr implications

2
3 To look at the role of media during this episode.
1

4. To find if the protests point to some other meaning.
METHODOLOGY

For the purpose of the study, survey method was chosen through convenienoe sam-
pling The 100 respondents from the city of Jalandhar, both male and female, were served
with questionnaire. They mainly consisted of younger generation, studying in the colleges
of the city. Data collected was analysed through simple percentile system,
DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION B

(J.1. % response regarding liking Padmavat

14 / Mass Media « Current Scenario and Future Trends




at
i}
st

. which they had been waiting for a long time.
0.2 % response regarding finding the film controversial.

vhelming 73% did not find anything controversial in the film.12 % said
amel i controversial. 1 5% were not sure about it. Since the dudience had been
# foe of things about Padmavat. they expected to find some points suggested by
& Bt they did not find anything seriously wrong with the story.
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The respondents were almost equally divided- 32 % for affirmative and 28% for nega-
tive -over whether the controversy over Padmavat was a publicity gimmick. 25% said it
was only to some extent while 15% were confused. This question was in the mind of many
people since this has been the case in many previous films,

Q.4. % response regarding justification of violence over Padmavat

R 5 :

Again more than three fourth (79%) of the respondents feel that vielence over Padmavat
was not justified. A tiny segment (7%) though assert that it was justificd 4% can’t say
anything. Most of the people do not support violence to protest against the film which
happened in this instance by supporters of KarniSena and other Rajput groups

16/ Mass Media : Current Scenario and Future Trends (‘\




licity gimmic Q5. % response regarding role of CBFC during the controvery

3 % negative and 18% positive and 29% can’t Say anything. Fingers were
2t the Board as Some objections were raised by jt regarding the film anq the film
Sefaved by it. By CBFC claimed it a5 4 Standard procedyre.

0. o, response regarding politica) backing to the entire episode

and 28% for ncga-
imick. 25% said jt
the mind of many

Avat

€ 13 more (43%,) towards the ideg that the entjre episode had 3 political
feel it is only to some exieny But 21 % don’t agree.20% are not syre., Tho
% do not have much cvidence about it, the feeling is there that some

avaslable 1o the fringe 8roups who were strengthening pyir vote barfk.,

2 over Padmavat
A% can’t say
the film which
ups,
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Q.7. % response regarding law and order as a criteria for banning film

40 % of the people feel that law and order should not be a criteria for banning a film.
But a little less number (30%) opine that it should be so. 15% say it is only to some extent.
Another 15% are not sure about it. The audience insists that films should not be linked to
law and order issues. Here, the Supreme Court had to intervene for the screening of the

movie.
Q.8. % response regarding controversies as deflection of attention from impor-

tant issues

e

40% of the respondents say that these controversies arise to deflect the attention of the
people from important issues, followed by 5% who feel that it is only to some extent, 17%
answer in negative. 18% can’t say anything. There were suspicions regarding some other

agenda behind the protests, though people were not very sure \
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bananing film Q.9. % response regarding rising of controversies around events like elections

ria for banning a film.
is only to some extent.
hould not be linked to
or the sereening of the

A good percentage (37%) are of the opinion that such controversies arise around events
lons .23% explain that it is only to some extent. 22 % say it is not so , 18% are not
ceats felt that in order to divert attention and to win certain groups, many
itention from impor- s and scandals come up near elections as in the case of Padmavat it was Gujarat

L % response regarding films being allowed creative licence

fooa % bk

$0t the attention of the
v to some extent. 17%
regarding some other

B this question, a majority (63%) respond that films should be allowed
 especaally for historical, religious or factual, personality based films. 8%
& was only 10 some extent. Only 10% feel that it should not be allowed. 19%
do mot say anvthing.

© & case study and a comment on the conditions ¢

ersial films in the past also which have sk

nerging in the
blockades
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from various sources, including physical violence but not on the unprecedented scale that
has happened this time and the context in which the entire incident happened has also been
a lot more negative. Media’s role has been a matter of debate. The respondents for the
present study, it seems, are aware of their own responsibilitics in not vitiating the atmo-
sphere further. So, their responses also indicate that Padmavat was just an excuse to high-
light certain social and political factors to gain some interests,
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New Narratives of Nationalism and Media
Interventions
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Abstract

The Fathers of Indian Constitution envisaged a country in different hues than are
evident today. Nationalism had different connotations, secularism was nol a pejorative
term then. Recent years have not only seen a parvadigm shift in various dimensions
of socio - political and ideological environment but has also added an mteresting
angle to the mediascape prevalent nowadays. This also includes the perspectives of
alternate and wnew media, which mainstremn media has to compete with and is a
big factor for Hus transformation. On the other hand, freedom of speech and expression,
a fundamental night, demonstrative and symbol of the most vibrant democracy in
the world has adopted mferesting narrative strategies. The ball is both the courts,
the level to which the expression is taken advaniage of in absolute sense , without
any thought for the destruction it does and the gagging of it or controlling it as per
one’s own intervest . This battle s 1o rules. Voices of dissent ave meeting very
saddenimg consequences as ts testifted by cases like Gauri Lankesh, not in consonance
with the tolevance that was the hallmark of this nation. Communal colours are
throton in on very mundane of issues. Most disturbing fact is the role of media in
highlighting and debating problems which, perhaps, in some cases is seen by many
as accentuating them rather than dousing the flimes. What omplications this has
on media credibility is a different matter all together and debatable. The present
study endeavours to explove the narvatioes of nationalismt m another light , the
resultant political and ideological conflict and the positive or negalive meiia
interventions using a combination of gualttative and guantitative vesearch niethods.
Keyrwords: Nationalism, fdeological Conflicts, Med Credibility, Seandarism, Freedon
of Speech and Expressioi.
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. no longer academic but assume dangerous political a
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Intred uction

“Butone thing thatshe stood for, above everything else was a rational vutlook,
questioning caste , questioning exclusion and believing that this country 15
the country of the questioner.” {Ajay Sukumaran, 2017} These were the words
of Teesta Setalvad, the popular activist after the gruesome murder of Gauri
Lankesh, editor of Gauri Lankesh Patrike, a Kannada Weekly on September
5, 2017. Protests erupted throughout the country, along with candle hight
vigils with debates about the purpose of the crime . Was this the result of
Lankesh’s vocal stand against certain political ideologies? Was she posing a
challenge to certain forces out to mould India as per their vision? These and
various other queries and accusations fly right and left in an atmosphere
that is surcharged with something very different from a few years or decades
ago. The transformation is visible and palpable.

Nationalism is the new mantra on the block, with definitions that include
hitherto unknown aspects. As fyotika Virdi remarks, ” Indeed, nationalism
displaces the stranglehold of a medieval theocracy in its modern ~day seculas
version of citizen subjecthood. In part, this is because nationalism is perceivesd
as‘natural’’ rather than constructed- at once tenacious, adaptable, and resilicnt
Yet for all its force and continually changing guise, nationalism is still &
relatively unexplored, or rather sporadically explored, phenomenon .. ( Jyotika
Virdi, 2003) The concept is so comprehensive that it would be an onerous
task to unravel it. The strands are numerous.

The colonial rule and the fight for independence saw the unification of the
country, with the spirit of brotherhood, irrespective of caste , creed, gender
etc. Nationalism took its roots from the realization of the glory of the
traditionally rich heritage of our country, in which newly emerging media
and exposure to the western world also played a significant role. Media, in
all its forms, was able to take forward the mission of building a resurgent
India. The image that was projected on to the world was a positive and pluralist,
dynamic and unified entity. Various crisis situations brought forward these
qualities of the people of this nation. But over the years , the definitions of
these core concepts have been interpreted anew. The tlames of communalism
that lit during partition have not doused yet, they flare to consume the county
every now and then and with greater intensity. The ideological battles are

sasteist overtones
Interestingly, even the educational institutions have/Mot bxen spared from
becoming the battleground of politicos. Fhe list is exhaustive.

The word media- nationalism is aptly used o describe the Indian scenaric
today. “Nationalism is a set of ideas and mQyemefits hich people imagin
a unit of a nation consisting of region, rehy Ylanghagh and other factors
their forces of cohesion increase, and peopYe\iry to enlige their interests ©
50, then Media - Nationalism is a concept fur Yiensidering nationalism by
placing critical emphasis on the linkage belw een media and nationalism
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{Yutaka Oishi, 2008)

Debates on media distinctly segregate and place individuals in the rigid
compartments of being nationalists and anti nationalists. The vicious circle
goes on as the ball is in the arena of both politics and media. The credibility
of media 1s at stake as the face of media has undergone a horrendous
fransformation. In the name of debate, shouting and slanging matches go
on The TV anchors forgo their credo of “objectivity’ to even threaten the
participants and fake news, paid news are the norm. News is infotainment
first and foremost. Media trials take place on daily basis. Heroes and zeros
alternate frequently. This trend has been more evident with the emergence
of new media as the mainstream media struggles to survive in the face of
the popularnity, accessibility and the freedom of the former. The narrative
strategies have changed . In absence of any regulatory authority and any
clear laws, it is the law of the jungle out there,

Freedom of Speech and Ex pression is the basic right granted to us by our
Constitution. It is fundamental to our existence and growth. Where this right
s suppressed, it is a totalitarian state, not a welfare and a democratic state.
However, the freedom is never absolute and the interpretation of a democracy
by many citizens becomes distorted and they abuse it for their own petty
ends. Many a times, the country has been held at ransom by anti social elements
i the name of preserving the freedom of speech and expression, inciting
and instigating people to vitiate the atmosphere and even leading to lynching,
riots, arson and lootetc. At other times. reasonable and genuine actions and
“rpressions are given negative undertones to gag the voices of dissent.

INU Case

lawaharlal University is a prestigious institution in the Capital of India and
has a long academuc, ideological and intellectual history behind it 1t was
embroiled in a controversy wheremn a debate on the issue of nationalism reached
its peak. A cultural gathering was organized to discuss the issue of the hanging
of Afzal Gura and Magbool Bhat and Kashmir. ABYP alleged that anti [ndia
slogans were raised d uring the event, which led to charges of sedition slapped
agamst student leaders , Kanhaiya Lal and others, There are different versions
available about the entire eprsode Kanhaiva was thrashed in the court premises.
Feachers and politicians gave statements in support and against the student
leaders. INL was in the eve of the storm for a long time

Zaira Wasim Case

Ihis showed how volatile is the state of affairs in the State of Jamimu and
Kashmir as a voung teenage actor, Zaira Wasim was caught in the vortex.
Popular for her role as vo unig Ceeta Phogat, the wrestler from | laryana, in
film Dangal, Zaira bad a mest g with the state CM, Mehbooba Mufti Sayyed,

by salabwate b s worves e s il wwbwaroe cho woas nraieod aw rthe role reod el
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for the youth. She was taken aback when this meeting turned out to be 2
cause for trolls, threats and abuses for the young girl while, though on the
other hand, there was huge support for the teenager from various parts of
the country. Zaira deleted her post on social media and apologised for hurting
the sentiments of some people.

Padmavat Case

Indian cinema has promoted nationalism more than any other medium not
only in India but has been a source of generating patriotism among the Indian
diaspora in countries like Australia, UK, USA and many others. However, it
has also frequently the target of pseudo nationalist forces, ready to take up
cudgels at the slightest provocation. Earlier, films like PK had come under
scanner. The latest case has been that of Sanjay Leela Bansali’s Padmavat, a
period film based on the story of Rani Padmavati of Chittor and Allaudin
Khilji, the Sultan of Delhi. Its shooting at Jaigarh Fort was disrupted and
Bansali attacked, equipment was broken allegedly by Shree Rajput Karni Sena,
interestingly, even before the shooting was complete. Protests, arson, to the
extent of attacking school buses preceeded the screening of the film, with a
few states like Haryana, Rajasthan banning the film against the directives of
the Highest Court in the country. Supporters claimed,” Bansali was to be
made an example of , and, a message conveyed to other film makers: history
has to be shown only from a certain perspective.” ( Ziya Us Salam, 201 7y

Films or any other work of art has interpretation intrinsic to it y nless it crosses
the boundaries of ethics and genuinely hurts someone’s sentiments [t was
astrange case of anger among a fringe group like Karni Sena without viewing
the film. The groups were objecting to the non -existent intimate scene between
the Queen and Khi lji, the Ghoomar dance by the Queen and later, there were
also protests by some other groups about the glorification of Jauhar performed
by the Rajput women. The actorsand the Director were threatened wi th dire
consequences like chopping off the nose of Deepika Padukone. The huge
bmlioffice success of the film validated the claims of innocence by the film
maker.

Gauri Lankesh and Other Bloggers

The murder of Gauri La nkesh, editor of Gauri Hafkesh Pa:
in Bangalcre, at her doorste ps wasa reminder a tmosp here
where any word of protest and dissent is frowned éndygh.tol siteitce the voice
itself. It is also a prism thro ugh which the entire syskemrcan be viewed. A
Critic of majoritarianism , Gauri was not the first such case. In India and
Bangladesh , m any civil activists like Nlarendra Dhab o] kar, M.M. Kalbhurgi
“nd Govind Pansare and bloggers have met a gory end just for expressing
themselves from publicand socialtora [ntolerance iswitiating the atm sp here

L B o e .

ike and activist
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“But what was also distinctive about that most nonviolent resistance was
the prescience with which it pointed to the future. It anticipated the destruction
of the culture of tolerance in the country would, as certain as night follows
day also lead to the coarsening of public discourse, the creation of falsehoods
dressed up as facts, the shrin king of spaces for public discussion, the
intimidation of intellectuals through prohibitive law suits, and brutalities
heaped on those who dissent.” (Pamela Philipose , 2017)

Role of Media

It is interesting to analyse the role of media, print, electronic and digital, in
interpreting the concept of nationalism in the modern day context and
circumstances. The emergence of Social Media, especially has given a different
dimension to the this debate on nationalism, with hundreds of expressions.
Pamela Philipose remarks, A new note of muscular nationalism has crept
into media discourse. Also conspicuous is the curbing of dissent and the rise
of the surveillance state - developments that bode ill for the independence
of the Indian media. ( Murali Krishnan,2017)

Various reasons are assigned to this trend, including ownership patters and
political affiliations, , competitions The result is the total loss of media cred ibility
among the readers and audiences. Where the role of media should have been
to, perhaps, shrug off certain lesser issues or giving it a cold shoulder, the
tendency has been to make mountains out of molehills, taking strident and
aggressive stands on non issues, making them part of the social and political
agenda. Sensationalism has become the bane of Indian media. Strident
journalism replaces the soft, savvy one. In general also, one sees PILs , for
example, being filed on frivolous matters, in order to get media mileage,
hanging on to the popularity of celebrities. In the name of Freedom of Speech
and Expression, anything goes during television debates, In certain cases,
media has even been accused of doctoring footage to cater to certain
dispensation. Alternate media, on its own turf, has been pretty vocal about
these cases and The war is on between national and anti national, between
self expression and regulation and the battleground is the Indian media. So
is the public opinion formed.

Significance of the Study

The environment in all spheres is changing very ra pidly and consequently,
the mediascape is also transform ing. Many events happenin §nrecent times
is giving different dimensions to the term n ationalism, which is in s:ark contrast
ta the previous notions as envisa ged by our Freedom fighters and “onstitution
makers. It is right time to a nalyse the situation and take remedial measy res,
ifmeeded before it is too late.

§

i

New

Ob;‘gcﬁve’s of the Studyi

The main objectives of the study are :

1. To define the term nationalism. v
2. To discuss the ch anges in the political. soci: i
> chang -social and psychologics
set of the system. : Peyeholosy ?iﬁ
3. To find out the role of media in such circumstances .
ResearchﬁMethodology

For the purpose of the study a sample of 100 youth, male and f

taken

was served to the respondent
percentile system .

Data Analysis and Discussion

1.

!\)

Narratives of Nationalism and Media Interventions

emale, w,

quest §i§§i¥§§¥§

n the city of Jalandhar through random sampling. A
s .The data collected was evaluated thre

Most of the people (74%) think that the cong
Changed over the years, while 5% can’t say anything about it
rest (17%) don’t agree with it. Passage of time, no;inuh:hm s i
as also the change in dispensation. It is the new generation agc’s w

is resulting in this change. The debate is whether the hange |
the better or worse, e

ept of nationaliss

In terestingly, a big chunk of the young respondents { 67%) fesl &
Freedf)m of Speech should be absolute. Only 299, ?»1\‘ %mrixl“%r §i§§
question. 14% do have any answer to this qu e;tmw ']‘h@lw’stls'ikv "

full freedom to express their views, w "The Badet

Bihnin to v t ith no restriction The |
edia is giving them this platform, which they can use gy Miniise

‘/O%‘say yes to the question whether New Media has given hype
the issue of nationalism. 21% are conf used, while 21%, rﬁg}fyn %iﬁ

negatxvg New Media, ag mentioned earlier, is proving to be g i’%ﬁ@%
to the discussion on nationalism. : e

68% respondents opine that the issues of nationalism w iy ;«iﬁﬁi :
are biased. 17 % can't say anything about i1, 15% don’ feel o,
far as the credibility of media is concerned, it is at an all -i;zii‘#! I
and the TV debates not onl Y appear biased but also ulira aggym
muzzling one opinion by shoutingNt down it
The difference betwe en notin g
express opinion ( 379%) is very les\ '
opinion. 7% say it is rcasonable; Pk T 8 e b
case and a classic example of how :'ngim,-gifmi;tp& can i‘?&f;?{?
judgement of the H ighest courtpng o "-r'uﬁ&;,x;:e ncies, i z;i iiﬁ?gﬂé
is divided over the protests being in B taste ariel L‘mwuié%;ﬁif L
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right to express public opinion. This is also an indictor of the direction
in which the vouth is moving.

6. 35% respondents think that violence and arson to enforce ideology
1s not justified at all, 29% say it is justified to some extent only. Only
9% sav it is totally justified. 27% offer can’t say. This is again a very
negative response from the youth, even if some section of them feel
that violence and arson are justified.

~J

There seem to a voice rising for need to amend Constitution (67%).
20% say no and 23 % can't say. It seems that among the vouth, the
concept of nationalism is already shaping in a new form, where terms
like secularism are being forced to become redundant though
amendment of the Constitution is to a large extent justified.

8 A big segment (36% ) say that media is playing a negative role in
the debate on nationalism though 30% also say itis positive. 34% do
not offer any opinion. Respondents are divided over the issue but
teels like media is playing more of a negative role as per public opinion.

9. On the murders of Bloggers like Gauri Lankesh, itis worth mentioning
that 42 % find it just another criminal act. Only 19% condemn it.
while another 39% do not wish to speak about it. Many voungsters
are not even very aware of these cases. They find it just another
criminal act and de not see anything deep behind it. One needs to
seriously think about jt.

10. DeFiniteiy, a big majority (68%) feel that such media interventions
have affected the credibility of media. A tiny section 7% say no while
25 % can’t say. As already discussed, media credibility has taken a
dip.

Conclusion - Sl e o =i T
The study on the new narratives of nationalism and media interventior has
been a critical look at the some of the key and fundamental sSupport syst ms
of our nation which are slowly and steadily changing their hues. Word :hat
has not been mentioned in the study is intolerance in moTe ways than one
and which is becoming the collective psyche of the country, needing to get
into a more constructive groove if the nation is not to lose its un ique identity
at global level. The most vulnerable group is the youth which is being exposed
relentlessly to a new world through media and tech nology, not conducive (o
many moral and ethical values. Media has to take responsibility for whatever
itconveys [lisamnew erain the making and one has to be careful about it.
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3.4.6 Number of books and chapters in edited volumes

/ Web-link of research papers

published per teacher during the last five years (15)

3.4.6.1: Total number of books and chapters in edited volumes / books published, and papers in national/international conference-proceedings year wise
during the last five year
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